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Enriching Lives, Inspiring Ambitions

Dear Parent/Carer,

As we approach the end of the Autumn term, | would like to thank you all for the support you have given our
Academy. It has been a very busy and successful term in not only striving towards our trust vision of enriching
lives and inspiring ambitions, but also our own Academy vision of ensuring your child, our student, is
equipped with the knowledge and skills to ensure they are happy and successful in their next steps. We have
brought alive the agreed values: we have high expectations, we treat each other with respect, we learn from
our mistakes and we care about every child, in both our everyday operations and longer-term strategic
planning.

The leadership team has changed significantly for this academic year and leaders in all strategic areas have
implemented reviews to ensure we fully understand the strengths of our school, and the areas we need to
rapidly improve, to ensure your child receives the very best day in and day out.

We have made rapid and sustained improvements in the quality of education this term and our new “SOLAR”
learning cycle is embedded into all subject areas. An external review described that curriculum intent and
implementation at Washington Academy is strong. We were delighted with this acknowledgement as a strong
planned curriculum and strong delivery will lead to the successful learning we want for your child. Our “we
learn from our mistakes value” is truly incorporated into our teaching and learning strategy as students
complete written “SUN” tasks and, with teacher feedback, can improve the quality of their work.

We are incredibly proud that our literacy provision has continued to grow and develop at Washington
Academy. We have doubled our library space by relocating our school library and then welcoming our
community library into the Clic whilst their own building is renovated. We have seen a doubling in the
number of books accessible to students and we are especially proud of the fact that all classrooms now have
a dedicated class library. Meaningful reading is now a key part of all lessons and students are increasingly
reporting that they are reading more for pleasure as a result of the fact that they all now carry a book at Key
Stage Three.

Behaviour for the vast majority of our students is exemplary, as confirmed in an external review that quotes
“pupils’ behaviour is exemplary within lessons and around school”. We will continue to work closely with the
students and their families where chosen behaviours do not meet our high expectations, to support this small
group of students. Attendance continues to be a whole school priority and while we have seen some
improvement this term, our attendance team will work closely with parents to remove any barriers for
students attending school so that they do not miss out on their entitled education. Ensuring your child is safe
is our upmost priority and a review from the Head of Safeguarding for the trust acknowledged our
safeguarding team “have a real understanding of the needs and complexities of safeguarding within
Washington Academy and within the local community. They are completely child centred, passionate about
the role they play in keeping students, staff, and the community safe and work hard to achieve the best
outcomes for the young people and families that Washington Academy serve”.
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Our personal development offer continues to be second to none, and the opportunities open to our students
are simply too vast to list. We are so proud of our students who demonstrated our value of treating each
other with respect when they have been involved with coffee mornings and Christmas Parties for our wider
community, including residents from Washington Manor care home, Willow Brook extra care
accommodation and Columbia Community Association. Our students have enjoyed seeing a band in school
linked to championing mental health and have had numerous trips out. Student voice informs us that they
love the new Praise and rewards culture in school and exchanging their well-earned Praise Points for treats
in our Washington Stars Store. It was delightful to see so many of our students being awarded with their
certificates and treats in the end of term assemblies.

We are really looking forward to continuing our improvement journey next term as Washington Academy
moves from strength to strength. We are now in the Ofsted window and fully expecting an inspection early
on next term and, of course, will notify you as soon as we know.

We would very much appreciate your support, as you have supported us this term, with ensuring your child
comes to school in the correct uniform, attends every day and is on time.

At the end of this letter, you can see the topics for each subject area your child will be learning next term and
a reminder that the full curriculum journey for what your child is learning and when can be found on our
website.

We expect students in school up to and including Wednesday 20" December as there are lots of planned
activities.

Finally, I wish you and all of your family a very Happy Christmas, a safe and restful break and a happy and
healthy New Year.

Yours truly

i

Mrs Carter
Headteacher
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Year 7 English Maths Science Spanish Geography History Art Computing Food Music Physical Personal Technology Drama Religious
Education Development Studies
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Year 9 English Maths Science Spanish Geography History Art Computing Food Music Physical Personal Technology Drama Religious
Education Development Studies
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Technology & Catering Education Development Social Care the built
environment
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1 1 English Maths Biology Chemistry Physics Spanish Geography History Art Construction Computing Design Hospitality & Music Physical Personal Sport Hair & Beauty Health and
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